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TABLE 6. Risk of Suicide in Persons With Previous Suicide Attempts and Psychiatric Disorders®

Number of J Standardized Mortality  JAnnual Suicide Estimated Lifetime

Condition Studies Ratio (SMR)® Rate (%) Svicide Rate (%)
Previous suicide attempts 9 38.4 0.549 27.5
Psychiatric disorders
Eating disorders 15
Major depression 23 0.292 14.6
Sedative abuse 3
Mixed drug abuse 4 0.275 14.7
Bipolar disorder 15 0.310 15.5
Opioid abuse 10
Dysthymia 9 0.173 8.6
Obsessive-compulsive disorder 3 0.143 8.2
Panic disorder 9 0.160 7.
Schizophrenia 38 0.121 6.0
Personality disorders 5 0.101 5.1
Alcohol abuse 35 0.084 4.2
Pediatric psychiatric disorders 11
Cannabis abuse 1
Neuroses 8
Menrtal retardation 5

Based on a meta-analysis by Harris and Barraclough (64) of 249 reports published between 1966 and
1993. Table adapted with permission.
bThe SMR is the ratio of the observed mortality to the expected mortality and approximates the risk

of mortality resulting from suicide in the presence of a particular condition. For the general population.
the value of the SMR is 1.0, with an annual suicide rate of 0.0149% per year and a lifetime rate of 0.72%.
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