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The Study of the feasibility of the long-term care

facility in the Chinese Medical Hospitals in Taiwan

Liu, ching shen

Kaohsiung Municipal Chinese Medical Hospital

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to discuss possibilities for the Chinese
Medical Hospitals to establish a long-term care facility. This study uses
semi-structure survey to interview 12 registered long care facilities in the
whole Taiwan and 60 Chinese medical related professionals. We
analyzed and concluded the results of survey. The results of this study
reveled:
1.The survey long-term care facilities do not have regularly provide
Chinese Medical service, the patients mainly visited the ‘Chinese
Medical outpatient clinics.

2. A lot of long-term care facilities expresses their agreement on using the
treatment of Chinese medicine as long as it’s helpful to the patient.

3.The long-term care facility provides the Chinese medical care items
include Chinese medicine, Chinese herb, tui-na rehabilitation,
acupuncture, and Chi-kung induction. These facilities earnestly hope
to use Chinese medicine to improve health problems such as:
constipation, sputum, bedsore,and post acute cerebral assistance,etc.

4.The best type of long-term care facility will be established with the
Chinese Medical Hospital. It can regularly offer the patients Chinese
medical treatment. Due to the difficulty of finance, the more practical
way is to have Chinese medical doctors consult with the long-term care
facilities.



5.Both long-term care facility and Chinese medical doctors agree that the
medical care should be paid according to the regulations of the National
Health Insurance; however, some think that patients should pay by
themselves.
6.The advantages for the long-term care facility to provide Chinese
medical care includes offering more choices and raising the quality of
medical care. To the provider, it will raise the market competitiveness,
while to the Chinese medical doctors, it can help to establish a form of
native culture long-term care style and at the same time provide the
doctors to study aging and chronic disease.
7.The difficulties and limitations for Chinese Medical hospital to
establish a long-term care facility will include the budget concern and
the lacking of professional knowledge of Chinese medicine. Chinese
medical doctors and some other related staff think that the most
difficult part is the emergent medical care, regulations of Chinese
Medicine, limitations of system and the training of long-term care aid.
Generally, it is appraised that the long-term care facility provide
Chinese medical care to the patients. Currently, the primary job for
Chinese medical hospital to establish a long term care facility is to
overcome the difficulties caused by the regulations of hospitalization and
the payment as well as the education of Chinese medical nurses. At the
same time, we also need to establish a connecting between Chinese and
western medicine and the network for transferring patient. Besides, this
study also found that Chinese medicine could be applied not only on
long-term care but also on continue care system. The stage between
emergent (intensive) care to long-term care is very potential field for
Chinese medicine.
This study can be the references for those Chinese medical hospitals,
which are planning to establish long-term care facility.

Key word: Chinese medical hospital, long-term care
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