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Study of the Diagnosis of Diseases
Result from Environmental Factor
“Six-Yin” by Delphi Methods

Yi-Chang Su
China Medical University

ABSTRACT

Delphi Method is widely applied in new researchaaa@d in exploratory studies.
It is objective and scientific method which achiesecordance of opinions by
questionnaires; therefore it is employed to explive criteria in diagnostics. The
standardization of diagnostics is crucial work regein Chinese Medicine. As the
threat of SARS, influenza...etc. getting severe, tmportance of the study in
diagnosis of environmental factors “six-yin” diseasan not be overstated. This
study is to define the diagnostic item by Delphtimoel and experts’ committee.

The first round questionnaire have constructedpiiimary diagnostic criteria of
wind, cold, summer heat, dampness, dryness and sfirelromes. Among the
diagnostic items originated from literature revieds2 items were kept of which the
accordance percentage was higher than 70%. Thendewund questionnaires
revalidated the suggested diagnostic item by theees and the item of which
accordance percentage lower than 70% but higher 508&. This time, there were
45 items kept of which the accordance percentagehigher than 70%. After 2 round
of questionnaire investigation, totally 197 itemsres selected as the *“six-yin”
syndromes diagnostic criteria. Now, the resulthef third round revealed high value of
Cronbach’s alpha value because of too many itemd, most values assessed by
individual invited professional are positively celated to the mean values. All items
are well-constructed for the future study, and Wwdl adjusted in the following clinical
trial.

Keywords: environmental factors “six-yin”, diagniestem
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